PREFACE

Rajasthan is the largest State of the Country in area. This State has 10% area  with 5% population of the country but availability of water is only 1%. The geographical position and adverse climatic conditions are responsible for very scanty rainfall. Most of the parts of the State are in desert area where the Kharif crop is primarily dependent on Monsoon rain as there are no irrigation facilities in the most of that area. Repeated drought has adversely affected the purchasing capacity of the public, therefore to provide livelihood support, there is need for generating additional labour employment through relief works.

The livestock population is also very high in the State, therefore to save the cattle in the drought area, there is dire need of providing cattle protection activities through fodder depots, cattle camps, Gaushalas to supply cattle feed etc.

State has gained expertise in handling the drought while facing the repeated drought conditions in the past years. That expertise is being used for affective management of drought, occurring from time to time.

There is a "FAMINE CODE" in the State which was issued in the year 1962, for managing the affairs of drought. It was felt from last several years that the famine code of 1962 needs revision, looking to the modern techniques and methods of combating drought. With this objective, Disaster Management and Relief Department has prepared a "MANUAL FOR DROUGHT MANAGEMENT", after discussing at various levels. Thereafter, views and comments of various departments related to drought were taken and the valuable suggestions were incorporated in that drought management manual. After a through discussions in the series of meetings organized under directions of Chief Secretary, Addl. Chief Secretary (Development), where suggestion of the departments, experts on drought management, Collectors and other Officers having vast experience of handling drought were also taken and thereafter the drought management manual has been finalized.

Thus all the important points relating to drought management has been incorporated in this manual, and a short term as well as long term strategy for solving the various problems relating to drought management, in the present context is also available in this manual, which will play an affective role in drought proofing measures. It is hoped that this manual will be an useful document for the officers and staff, right from the level of district administration to the level of Gram Panchayats in handling the drought management activities and will also serve as an Important tool for all those drought affected rural public living in the remote areas, in providing their needs, specially of labour employment, drinking water, cattle protection and gratuitous relief activities etc.
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